
 


28.8.2026 
Hello Everyone 
At last the rain has arrived and I have heard it described as “Rain, glorious rain”!! 
I only hope that it doesn’t last too long and become a problem. The news this week 
from Nepal where an enormous flood has obliterated a large government building 
and killed hundreds of people, is horrendous and it is hard to comprehend the scale 
of the disaster. We must hope that there is sufficient help available for those who 
have survived.  

 Slightly closer to home, a group, from Sheffield Diocese have been in Bondo 
Kenya, visiting the link diocese there. This photograph show Bishop Pete and his 
wife (front left), Jo-Anne our president (back right) and Dean Abi (back second 
left). Also  the Bishop of Bondo The Revd Professor David Hellington Kodia and his 
wife.  

The picture of Jo-Anne and Dean Abi shows them 
wearing their MU outfits made using provincial 
fabric from the area. 
Jo-Anne will certainly have a lot to tell us when she 
returns…hopefully she will be able to talk to branches and tell us all about the visit. 

After a quiet few weeks we will be resuming normal branch meetings the week after 
next. We begin with an informal meeting when we can tell each other about 
memorable books we have read recently. They don’t have to be “great  classic 
literature” just something that has given you pleasure or perhaps been informative. 
It is always good to have a book recommended and this meeting should do just 
that!



I now have a lot of things waiting for the Women's Refuge to collect. I have spoken 
to them twice and know that they are short staffed because of the school holidays 
and hope they will come in the next few days. 
Many, many thanks to everyone who has donated things. This week a detailed list 
was needed by MU officials in Sheffield , so that they could add in our donations to 
produce detailed statistic of how many people we have helped each year. I was 
amazed when I actually listed everything. When things arrive in small amounts over 
several weeks the total is not really noticed until such an inventory is produced. 

The photograph below was taken in 1898 on the occasion of Mary Sumner’s 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. The Bishop of Winchester Edward Browne, is with 
the family (front right)…he was instrumental is getting Mothers’ Union recognised 
as a diocesan organisation, which then began to spread around the country and 
then the world. 

Father, I ask for Your blessing before I start each task I attempt today. Top me up 
with Your spirit, so I can be a better person, grounded in Your loving kindness. 
Lord, replenish us, inspire us, fill us with the fire to get out there and carry on the 
work Mary Summer started, to make this world a better place for all, especially the 
children. Amen.  

Love to everyone from Helen on behalf of the committee 
Margaret  07990621607 
Helen  01302 744126 
Liz 07821672622 
Lucille 01302  752608 
Jenny 01302 752452 
Kathie 01302 743451 
Chris  01302 743784 
Eluned  01302 742963 
Joan 01302 744695 
also there for a chat Elaine  01302 743842 and Liz Rennison 07708872559


